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The founders of the Academy of Texas Music Inc. announced Monday that Palestine will once again host the Texas Music Awards. The announcement was made at the Palestine Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
MARY RAINWATER / The Palestine Herald
Texas Music Awards returning to Palestine

By MARY RAINWATER
The Palestine Herald

PALESTINE — After a successful 2008 event, the Academy of Texas Music Inc. Board of Directors announced Monday that the city of Palestine will be rolling out the red carpet in 2009 for the 7th Annual Texas Music Awards.

The show, set for Sunday, April 26 at the Palestine Civic Center, is considered one of the most prestigious award shows for independent Texas performers. It is presented by Northeast Texas-based mytexasmusic.com, the retail partner of the show’s production company Payline Productions.

“We are pleased to be coming back to Palestine in 2009,” Academy co-founder Lucky Boyd, who headed up the press conference with his wife and co-founder Jinelle Boyd, said Monday. “It is spine-tingling, over-the-top event and is not to be missed.” 

Several other Texas cities were in the running to host the show, including San Antonio, Marshall and Houston, the 2004 event site. But a supportive e-mail to the board from Palestine’s City Manager Dale Brown sealed the deal for Palestine as the 2009 event spot.

“The citizens of Palestine are known for their outstanding support of local events, so we decided to try Palestine (in 2008),” Lucky Boyd said. “After seeing the show, many of those I’ve spoken with in Palestine have a high level of enthusiasm about the 2009 show.“

The show begins on the red carpet, with nominees, presenters and other celebrities arriving in limousines, complete with an announcer and plenty of camera flash.

Once the show begins, music fans will have an opportunity to see performances by many of the nominees, with awards presented for Entertainer of the Year, Male and Female Vocalist of the Year, Duo or Group of the Year, and many more.

According to Jinelle Boyd, the show is still in negotiations with celebrities to emcee the event, but no agreements have been reached.

“As soon as we have a name on the dotted line, we’ll tell the world,” she said.

The TMA Awards are facilitated with a strong group of volunteers, most of whom have worked the show for several years now.

“The attention given by the volunteers is really what makes the event special,” the Boyds said. “Nominees are treated like superstars during the event whether they are already-known celebrities or virtually unknown performers.

“We couldn’t do this without our fantastic volunteers.”

In addition to award presentations, the TMA Awards also serve as a fundraiser for the Academy, a 501(c)3 public charity, which seeks sponsorships and donations to further its efforts toward music education programs, scholarships, recognition projects and benevolence programs for musicians in need.

“There are many musicians and programs out there in need of financial help,” Lucky Boyd said. “It is our continued hope that the funds raised from this event will meet the educational and scholarship goals set by the academy.”

Those programs, as well as production of the event, relies heavily on financial sponsorships, Boyd said prior to announcing Cheryle Evans as the sponsorship crew chief.

“We must count on sponsorship dollars to put on this fantastic show and fund the scholarship, education and benevolence funds,” Lucky Boyd said. “This year, we will need more sponsorship than ever before because this will be the biggest show ever.”

The Palestine Convention and Visitors Bureau, represented by director Susan Cottle-Leonard and board president Lynn Scribner, announced their sponsorship of the awards program during Monday’s press conference.

“The Palestine CVB is proud to be a sponsor of this fine musical entertainment show,” Cottle-Leonard said. “It’s great for tourism, great for the community and great for Texas musicians.”

The TMA Awards are the only awards currently sanctioned by the Academy of Texas Music Inc. Nominations for the awards are open from Jan. 1-18, 2009, with the five nominees in each category to be announced Feb. 1, 2009.

The Academy’s voting board is comprised of past award recipients and accounts for about 70 percent of the total votes tabulated. The remaining votes are received from a public voting process and from Academy members.

Information about the show, past recipients, photos, tickets or volunteering and sponsorship opportunities can be found online at www.texasmusicawards.org.

